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Forword

HE Sociery or INDEPENDENT ARrTISTS Was incorporated un-

der the laws of New York for the purpose of holding exhibi-
tions in which all artists may participate independently of the deci-
sions of juries. It gave its first annual exhibition at the Grand
Central Palace in the Spring of 1¢17. Early this year an announce-
ment of the present exhibition was sent to the members of the
Society and other artists. This notice said, in part:

The directors believe that the exhibition of this year, coming,
as it does, at the opening of a new era, is one of such importance
that its success is almost an essential for the future of the Society.
Our work up to now has been carried on in a period of tremendous
stress. The two definitely successful exhibitions we have given
may be regarded with pride not only by the artists who took part
in them, but by the many thousands of people who visited them
and otherwise gave support to the idea that a nation doing its
utmost in a great war still felt art not to be a dispensable luxury,
but a profound and vital need, and that it must continue its devel-
opment uninterruptedly.

With the coming of peace, it is even more incumbent upon
the Society to hold to its programme: that of giving an exhibition
each year in which all artists may participate, independent of the
jury system, which has always shown itself defective, and inde-
pendent of the distinctions created by prizes or by the giving of
places of honor to works considered especially meritorious. The
result has been exhibitions to which artists of all shades of opinion
and of all stages of recognition have contributed. Unknown men
submitting work to the judgment of their fellows and the public
for the first time and the most distinguished members of the pro-
fession, assuming no responsibility for one another’s work, meet
in a common effort to draw on the full resources of our art and
give complete opportunity for decisions as to the tendencies most
important at the time and the personalities that represent them.



The directors believe that no agency of reconstruction—which
is the work of the world today—oficrs greater hope of success than
that of the free statement of conviction. The Society offers this
opportunity for expression, and with it an impartial medium of
sale which has already proved its value to a substantial number of
exhibitors. Artists who believe in the principle of the Society and
who desire it to continue and permanently succeed should not only
send to the exhibition but should see to it that others do so. They
should secure members of their own schools in order that these be
fully understood, they should welcome exhibitors of opposed ideas
in order that the contrasts make still more clear the value of the
different tendencies.

An Advisory Board has been elected from amongst artists who
have long been in sympathy with the ideal of the Society. The
directors look to this board for suggestions which will be of value
in our future work.

For such persons, not necessarily artists, who believe in the
Society and desire to give it their aid without taking part in the
exhibitions, a class of Associate Members has been formed. Their
dues shall be ten dollars annually and they will receive the general
notices and catalogues of the Society, and members’ season tickets
to its exhibition.

Any artist (painter, sculptor, etcher, lithographer or other
worker in the graphic and plastic arts) may become an. Active
Member of the Society.

The response to the above notice may be judged from the
present exhibition. February 1st was the date set for closing
the list of exhibitors for the year. The Directors allowed a few
days’ grace for the receipt of delayed letters and then engaged
the Waldorf-Astoria as the exhibition place. It was large enough
for the membership at the time and while we regret the necessity
of declining the many applications which have since reached us,
we believe that it is only just to the members who joined within
the appointed time and whose works are entitled to the full space
at our disposal.



S MAJORITY of the works exhibited are for sale.
The prices will be found on the number cards

of the exhibits, except in cases where the word “Desk”
replaces the price. For the prices of works not given on
the cards, intending purchasers may consult the officials
and attendants of the exhibition, or the sales agent at the
catalogue desk. The members of the Society have been
requested to state the lowest prices they will accept for
their exhibits; the Directors therefore decline to con-
sider or transmit any proposals for sales at prices other
than those stated.

The plates illustrating this catalogue were not se-
lected by the Society, but are simply those of the mem-
bers who paid for the space.
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